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Questionnaire for Community College Board candidates

General Election, November 4, 2008

Candidate/Campaign Information:
Candidate name: Milton Marks

Office sought: College Board

Contact person: Milton Marks

Mail address: 2484 21st Avenue, SF 94116

Telephone: 846-1644

Email address: miltonmarks@comcast.net

Web address: www.miltonmarks.com

Anticipated Budget: $40,000

Funds raised to date: $15,000

Percentage of donations under $50 30%

General Questions:  Please write a brief response (less than 150 words) to each
question. Please return this questionnaire electronically to contactus@phdemclub.org  We
will make these questionnaires available to our members before the endorsement meeting.

1. Why are you running?  Why should we vote for you? City College is an
enormously important civic institution for San Francisco.  I am running for my third
term on the College Board because of the challenges that face the College due to
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funding insecurity, the achievement gap between ethnic groups, and the significant
opportunity of finding a new Chancellor.  I am prepared to represent the people of
San Francisco in ensuring that City College continues to be an excellent place to
learn and work.

2. What sets you apart from your opponents?  I have developed a reputation for being
one of the best-prepared and hardest working members of the College Board.  I ask
tough questions, and hold the District accountable.  While some people would prefer
short meetings where few questions are asked, I remember that it is the people of San
Francisco who voted me into office.  If that means that we sometimes have long meetings
and tackle difficult issues, that is something I am prepared to do.  It does not always
make me friends, but it has earned me significant admiration from many people at the
College.

I am also one of the most accessible Trustees, something that is quite unusual in this
institution.  Rather than waiting for students, faculty, staff, and administrators to contact
me, I have developed relationships with many people who know that they can trust me
with what they have to tell me and that I will take their concerns seriously.  I am the only
Trustee in the past 8 years who has had regular office hours and contact information on
the District’s website.  I am one of two Trustees with a college-related blog
(http://citycollegesf.blogspot.com).

3. What are the top three issues facing San Francisco’s community college?  What will you
do about those issues?

• Securing stable revenue.  I will continue to support advocacy in Sacramento and
Washington for regular and special funding especially for non-credit programs, and will
work with the College’s Foundation for private support.

• Increasing programs to help students, particularly those who struggle.  As Chair of the
Board’s Education Committee, I already am leading a closer relationship with the School
District so that, together, we can support students before they reach college.

• Selecting the next, permanent Chancellor to head City College who can guide the way to
an even better City College.   I am one of three Trustees on the Search Committee.

4. Would you describe yourself as fiscally responsible? Yes Please give an example to support
your answer.  I am just about the only member of the College Board who asks questions
about the budget or the annual audit, who expects the Administration to justify expenses it
proposes to make, and who votes against “retroactive” resolutions where the Board approves
contracts after the work has already begun.

5. Would you describe yourself as socially progressive? Yes Please give an example to support
your answer. I was honored to marry three same-sex couples at City Hall on June 17th, my
7th wedding anniversary.
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Issue Questions:

1.  Given the very real probability of reduced state funding for CCSF in the coming years,
what combination of budget cuts and tax increases would you suggest to address budgetary
shortfalls?
While I had not thought about it before, I would consider a parcel tax for City College if
other revenue enhancement and budget reductions would not be sufficient.  Beyond that, I
would recommend (as I do below) a more open budgeting process to enable the Board to
make program reductions where necessary.

2.  While eleven community colleges in California offer student housing, CCSF does not.
Given that housing in San Francisco is in high demand and hugely expensive, what would
you propose to solve the problem for CCSF students who need housing? I believe that City
College needs to explore developing housing for students, faculty, and staff.  I plan to ask the
College for an analysis of land owned by the College to determine if any development ideas
would make sense to undertake.

3.  How can CCSF address the needs of disadvantaged students – those with lower grades
and educational inadequacies? First of all, the College needs to do a better job of admitting
that many students fail at City College.  While the District has paid much more attention to
Basic Skills and to supporting retention programs, these things are not enough.  How would
you propose to increase opportunities for them to catch up to the other students? The
retention programs do a good job; however, there never is enough funding to enable them to
reach all of the students who need to be engaged.  The College should seek long-term,
permanent funding for these students who, if they fail, will not be productive members of
society in the same way as if they succeeded at City College.  The College should also
establish deep partnerships with the School District to work together to help students before
they reach college.

4.  What measures should CCSF take to improve its fiscal responsibility and public financial
accountability, especially with its spending of bond money?  The College Board should insist
on a more open budget process that ties planning and budgeting in a more obvious manner,
should demand more transparency about the success rate of College programs and whether
their budgets are appropriate, should insist that the District adopt all of the
recommendations in the recent Performance Audit for bond funds, and should expect
reports directly from the annual auditors rather than through the Administration.

5.  Do you support a voluntary system of Clean Elections – full public financing – of
candidates for citywide offices? Would you participate in such a system if it were available?
Yes, I do support this, as I believe it would enable people who do not have the contacts to
raise funds privately to become candidates for the College Board.  I have spoken with several
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members of the Board of Supervisors who, while supportive of adding the College Board to
publicly financed races, would expect the College District to provide the funding for this.

6. Do you support or oppose the following propositions on the November ballot? Please
explain why or why not.

•  Declaration of Policy of the people of San Francisco that its elected representatives in the
US Senate and House should vote against any further funding for deployment of US Armed
Forces in Iraq, except funds specifically earmarked for their safe withdrawal

Support __x__   Oppose ____   Reason: San Franciscans have a right to expect that our
representatives in Washington will represent how we feel.

•  CA Proposition 4: Amends California Constitution to prohibit abortion for an
unemancipated minor until 48 hours after physician notifies minor’s parent, legal guardian
or, if parental abuse reported, an adult family member

Support ____   Oppose __x__   Reason: I oppose any restriction on the right to choose.

•  CA Proposition 5: Provides rehabilitation as an alternative to prison for nonviolent drug
offenders

Support _x___   Oppose ____   Reason: Prison doesn’t work for most offenders.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.


